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Who We Are

Situated in the Town of Estes Park, the community that houses our church offers
its residents excellent schools and the riches of the Rocky Mountain National
Park. St. Bartholomew’s is a community of committed, caring Christians. We
are blessed with the beauty of the surrounding area and our spiritual lives are
enriched by the majesty of our landscape.

Our History

Episcopal Church services began in the Estes Valley during the summer
season in 1925, and were held at the Stanley Hotel. In 1955, under the
leadership of The Rev. Harold McGee of Boulder and The Rev. Charles Young
of Greeley, a petition for an organized mission was submitted to the Diocese.
On December 29, 1955, The Rt. Rev. Joseph Summerville Minnis, Bishop of
the Diocese of Colorado, granted the congregation mission status, giving it the
name of St. Bartholomew's Chapel. Excavation for the building began in
September of 1957.

The first services in the new chapel were celebrated by The Rt. Rev. Daniel
Corrigan, Suffragan Bishop of Colorado, on Sunday, May 25, 1958. Assisting
at this service was The Rev. Robert H. Warner, who was vicar from 1956-1959.
The chapel was dedicated by Bishop Minnis on August 24, 1958, St.
Bartholomew's patronal feast day.

The Rev. Jon Marr Stark was appointed as vicar in June of 1959, and served
through 1967. The Rev. Fred F. King was then named vicar and began his
ministry on March 10, 1968.

In 1974 an addition was built on the southeast corner of the original chapel to
provide space for the vicar's office and better storage areas.

St. Bartholomew's was elevated to parish status by the Rt. Rev. William C.
Frey, Bishop of Colorado, on September 10, 1975. Father King was installed
as rector on October 21, 1975, and served through 1978.

The Rev. Thomas M. Long was called as rector in August of 1978, and began
his ministry on September 10, serving until July 1, 1984.

The Rev. Edward J. Morgan was called as rector in August of 1985, and served
until June 30, 1996, when he answered a call to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in

4 of 23



Little Rock, Arkansas. During his tenure, the parish embarked upon a capital
campaign and built the current parish hall and additional office space.

The Rev. M. Paul Garrett was called as rector in the fall of 1997 and served
until March 9, 2008. During this time, the parish embarked upon a capital
campaign “Reaching New Peaks” which raised approximately $365,000. Much
deferred maintenance of the church building was accomplished as well as some
renovations described later on. Of the money raised, $30,000 was given to
local, regional and international outreach programs.
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Mission Statement

“Empowered by the Holy Spirit and in the
Episcopal tradition, we celebrate the teachings
of Christ through worship, service, education,

stewardship, missions and fellowship.”

Our Vision

“The Parish Church of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle...a joyful, loving, caring, growing
Christian Community expressing God’s love and
acceptance, through Christ, to all.”
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Our Strengths

We are a parish family with a history of over 50 years. We are small enough
to know and care for each other. There is love present in our joyful celebrations
and in our times of sorrow.

Our building is debt free and meets our present needs.

We have a high level of participation in worship services, parish events and
outreach ministries.

We have a strong music program with a part time choir for special events.
We have a state-of-the-art organ and our three weekend services provide a
variety of music styles.

Most of our members are active in the parish activities and can be counted
upon to volunteer for the many parish endeavors.

We completed a major capital campaign in 2004 which enabled us to
update and renovate our building and to provide a 10% tithe of the money
raised for outreach.

Our parish members are actively engaged as volunteers in many community
service organizations and projects.

Our Challenges

A strong wish has been expressed by many in the congregation to attract
more youth and young families. At the same time, our older members have
need of support, especially in dealing with health concerns and issues of ageing.
It is not clear how both of these goals can be accomplished. Due to the
popularity of Estes Park as a retirement community, we have an unusually large
percentage of parishioners over 60 who do not have children at home. A recent
survey indicates that 84% of our parishioners are over 60 while only 2% are
under the age of 39.

It is difficult for information about special needs of individuals in the

congregation to reach the priest or the appropriate staff member. We need to
find a way to improve communications from parishioners to the staff.
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Treasured liturgical traditions need to be blended with contemporary
innovations without interfering with members’ participation in worship.

We are experiencing concerns about the divisions in the national church, the

portrayal of Episcopalians in the press and the loss of some parishioners over
these issues.

Priorities for a New Rector

In the words of one respondent to the parish survey, we are looking for a “down-
to-earth saint---Good Luck!” Our parishioners have a sense of humor!

Quialities sought in a Rector fall into the categories of shepherd, leader, and
teacher:

Shepherd:
Provides needed pastoral care — “tending the flock”.

Leads and encourages others in the development of more deeply spiritual
lives.

Makes calls on new, existing, and potential members of the parish.
Graced with a warm and friendly personality.
A good listener to people as individuals, and collectively as a parish.
Open minded and energetic.
Approachable, caring and compassionate.
Spiritual counselor in times of need and at significant times of our lives.
Responsive to the needs of the senior members of the parish.

Leader:
Active participant in the life of the parish.

Plans, directs and executes actions required to pursue the growth of the
parish by attracting people of all ages, families and youth.
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Able administrator of the parish who works with the Vestry to guide and
manage the affairs of the congregation including programs, organizations,
finances, physical plant, etc.

A decision-maker who bases those decisions on faith and consideration of
knowledge and expertise of others as needed and offered.

Active participant in interfaith community.
Supportive of a strong music program.
Advocate of Christian ministries such as the Stephen Ministry.
Teacher:
Preaching skill
Prepares and delivers thoughtful sermons that relate scripture and
theology to daily life and addresses social concerns only as they relate to
the Gospel.

Profound love of God, people, and creation.

Ability to inspire and enable others, through example, teachings, sharing
and kindness to them.

Developing and empowering the laity to serve one another.

Parish Survey Results

The Profile Committee composed a Parish Survey as part of the self assessment
of the parish. Of the 190 surveys sent out, 125 were returned. The committee is
pleased since a 65% return rate demonstrates a high level of interest in the
future of the parish. The survey results, in addition to data from the focus groups
held in 2006, have been utilized to present an accurate picture of the parish as it
exists today. The complete results have been forwarded to the Vestry for use by
the Search Committee.
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Worship

Worship of Our Lord is the vital heart of our parish life.

During the summer we celebrate Holy Eucharist with hymns at 8:00 and 10:00
A.M. on Sunday. We have a Holy Eucharist/Healing service on Wednesday
evening at 5:30 PM and a Holy Eucharist/Morning Prayer service on Thursday
morning at 9:00 AM. We also have an informal Saturday 5:30 P.M. Eucharist
which is held in the Parish Hall accompanied by contemporary music. This
service enables visitors and parishioners, who are unable to attend on Sunday
morning during the busy summer season to worship with our parish family.
Afterwards, everyone is invited to share a simple meal provided by the parish.

During winter we celebrate Holy Eucharist with hymns at 8:00 and 10:30 A.M. on

Sunday. We have the same Wednesday and Thursday services as the summer.
However, the Saturday service is held only on the third week of each month.
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We enter Lent with the traditional Ash Wednesday services. Each Friday during
Lent we follow the Stations of the Cross, and then adjourn to the Parish Hall for a
meatless potluck supper.

As we enter Holy Week on Palm Sunday, we have the Blessing of the Palms and
process into the church. On Maundy Thursday we hold a Eucharist in the Parish
Hall, followed by foot washing, and a simple soup supper. From there we go to
Watch at the Altar of Repose through the night. The Good Friday services begin
at noon with the traditional rite, Veneration of the Cross and Mass of the Pre-
sanctified. The Great Vigil leads us into the joyful celebration of Easter with
special music at the Eucharist.

SPECIAL LITURGIES
Throughout the year, we have many special times of worship and celebration.

Epiphany begins with an evening celebration, followed by a dinner and
entertainment performed by clergy and parishioners.
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A Shrove Tuesday celebration prepares us for Lent with an evening Eucharist
followed by a Mardi Gras shrimp dinner.

We also celebrate Pentecost and All Saints Day on the nearest Sunday. St.
Bartholomew’s Day (August 24) is special for the parish, and on the nearest
Sunday we hold a parish picnic after the services.

Appealing to both visitors and parishioners, the Lily Lake service, held

each of the last two summers, is an opportunity to worship outdoors in the
beauty of God's creation. We gather at the trailhead and walk to various
areas around the lake where scriptures are read, the sermon given, and

the Eucharist is celebrated. Afterwards we meet for a picnic lunch. It's a
unigue experience to worship as a group alongside the lake among the pines
and appreciate the wildflowers and birds.

Clergy or lay led “Quiet Days” are held several times a year with a selected topic
for teaching, times for meditation, and prayer.

Lay Ministries

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN

Our Episcopal Church Women meet monthly and take responsibility for

many and varied parish events, including coffee hour, funeral receptions

and special receptions at the request of the rector. Our traditional Fall
Bazaar includes an English pasties luncheon, bake sale, Christmas crafts and
silent auction. The funds raised at the Bazaar enable the ECW to contribute
generously to local, diocesan and world needs.

The Evening Guild of the ECW (commonly known as "The Ladies of the
Night") meets monthly. Women of all ages share "grins and groans"”, and are
generally sisters in Christ for each other. They keep an updated prayer

list for the parish. Each meeting concludes with Compline.

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

St. Clare of Assisi Order of Daughters of the King began at St. Bartholomew’s in
2003. The members undertake a Rule of Life incorporating prayer and service.
Daughters of the King meet twice a month. They have an active prayer shawl
ministry and typically give shawls which reach out to those in need of comfort
and solace, as well as celebration and joy.

12 of 23



MEN’'S GROUP

The Men’s Group meets once a month in the Parish Hall for lunch and fellowship.
They sponsor a breakfast, chili supper and book sale, annual parish picnic and
“Ladies Night Out” dinner in the Parish Hall.

WEDDING GUILD

The attractive setting and rustic charm of the church make it a charming setting
for weddings and many couples choose to be married here. We require that the
service be conducted by ordained Christian clergy and that the couple complete
pre-marital counseling. The wedding guild is responsible for assisting with the
wedding and ensuring that the church’s policies are followed. This service
provides an extra income for the parish.

WORSHIP SUPPORT

It takes many dedicated individuals to make the Sunday to Sunday program of
the church function smoothly. The Ushers and Greeters welcome arrivals before
services, the Altar Guild prepares for the services, and Acolytes and Chalice
Bearers, assist the priest during the liturgy. A group of Lay Eucharistic Ministers
take communion to those of the parish who are unable to come to church.

CURSILLO
Many of our parish members have attended a Cursillo weekend and several
continue to work with Colorado Episcopal Cursillo as part of the teams offering

the Cursillo experience to other candidates. There are a couple of Fourth Day
reunion groups that meet at varying schedules.
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KAIROS

The Kairos Prison Ministry’s mission is to bring Christ’s love and forgiveness to
all incarcerated people and to those who work with them. Several members of
our parish have an extensive involvement in the leadership and implementation
of this ministry. They seek to enable prisoners to become productive citizens
through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Music

We have an active Music Ministry at St. Bartholomew's. The choir is seasonal,
singing at Christmas, Easter, Pentecost and St. Bart's Day. Over the past few
years we have had several organ recitals, beginning with the Organ Dedication
on May 20, 2004 by James Kibbie from the University of Michigan. There was a
special Mozart program celebrating the 200™ Anniversary of his death, where the
program included the soprano motet Exultate Jubilate accompanied by eleven
instruments. On Advent 3 in 2005 the Schubert Mass in G was sung as the
Ordinary during the 10:30 service. For the past two years our 10:30 Easter
Service has been accompanied by a brass quartet and tympani. Our Christmas
Eve Festive Eucharist is preceded by one-half hour of music by vocal and
instrumental solos, and choir. These services bring many local music lovers to
the church. On St. Bartholomew’s Day we have special music: one year it was
Caribbean, in 2008 we will be doing John Rutter’s arrangement of “When the
Saints Go Marching In” with instruments.
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The Director of Music is Dorothy Billingham. Our primary organist, Dr. Richard
Billingham, is a Fellow of the American Guild of Organists and a retired music
professor at the University of Illinois in Chicago. The Music Ministry of St. Bart's
has benefitted greatly from his excellent musicianship. John Breed is our
organist at the 8:00 AM Eucharist.

Christian Education

At St. Bartholomew’s we realize the importance of the spiritual formation of our
young people. While our youth number only seven at the present time, they have
expressed their own ideas for bringing other young people to our parish. Aren’t
they wonderful! They need adult energy and support to fulfill this.

Recently the children of the parish became interested in the Heifer Project and
raised over $1200.

Presently our youth meet in three age appropriate groups for study. Teachers
are volunteers. We have had a Children’s’ Chapel in the past and would like to
continue this in the future. The parish survey results and the results of the focus
groups held in 2006 indicate that one of our parish goals is to have a larger youth
group in the future.
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The Adult Forum takes place from September through May between the two
Sunday morning services. We have 8 to 12 regular attendees including several
of our retired clergy. Bible Study, book studies and video presentations comprise
many of the sessions. A majority of the parish profile respondents indicated an
interest in the discussion of social concerns and interfaith issues. Occasionally
guest speakers are invited who have attracted additional participants from the
Estes Park community.

Other educational opportunities have included the Companions in Christ series
and clergy or lay led "quiet days.”

Outreach

St. Bartholomew’s provides volunteers for Crossroads, our community food bank
and supplier of short term aid for those in need. Crossroads began as an
outreach project by St. Bartholomew’s and its rector at that time, the Rev. John
Stark, and has grown to a vital organization with its own building and staff serving
the greater community. In addition St. Bartholomew provides annual financial
support.

The church is available for groups from the community. Harmony Foundation, Al-
Anon and Alcoholics Anonymous hold weekly meetings in our undercroft. Many
local non-profit organizations such as Relay For Life, Rotary, and Sister Cities
use our Parish Hall on an as-needed basis.

The Diocese of Colorado supports a mission to St. Paul’s Petit Trou de Nippes in
Haiti. In the past, members of the congregation have made medical mission trips
there and collected items for the local school. St. Bartholomew has helped
provide funds to build a school and drill a well for drinking water. Lately, unsafe
conditions in Haiti have curtailed future trips.

During the last Capital Campaign which started in 2003 the parish voted to tithe
10% of the campaign to Outreach. This was divided equally between a local,
national, and international organization. The local organization selected was the
Estes Park Salud. Salud is part of a nine clinic system in Colorado with the
mission to provide quality, primary health care services to everyone by removing
barriers such as ability to pay and language. Salud was building a new clinic in
Estes Park and we donated $10,000 to equip the new dental clinic. The Pine
Ridge Reservation located in South Dakota was chosen for the national
organization. There, the money was used to lease grazing land to help the tribe
become self sufficient by raising buffalo. For the international organization, we
selected La Esperanza de Jesus Children’s Home located in central Honduras.
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As a byproduct of this Capital Campaign tithe, St. Bartholomew continues to
support the Pine Ridge Reservation with a bi-annual trip transporting school
supplies, clothing and other household items to the reservation each summer.

St. Bartholomew participates in Bright Christmas, a community effort to provide
for needy families and children at Christmas and throughout the year. It has also
been our custom to open our doors to all who wish to join us for Thanksgiving
and Christmas potluck dinners at the church.

St. Bartholomew provides additional giving through its Diocesan and Front
Range Region contributions.

Facilities

The Parish Church of St. Bartholomew the Apostle is a small log and stone
structure nestled in a picturesque Rocky Mountain setting. A natural mountain
stream runs in front of it and majestic rock out-croppings rise behind it. Itis
surrounded by sheltering pine trees and is only minutes away from the tall peaks
of Rocky Mountain National Park.

Behind the church is the churchyard, a peaceful place for quiet contemplation or
a meditative walk through the labyrinth. A lovely garden of wildflowers graces the
area adjacent to the columbarium and a children’s playground has been
constructed nearby.
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The narthex, up a few steps from the front door of the church, is a gathering area
before services. It contains the glass encased Memorials book and a handicap
accessible door to the church. The church seats approximately 120 people. The
focus of the sanctuary is the marble altar standing below a beautiful clear glass
window presenting a magnificent view of the mountains and the front range of the
Rockies. There is a unique open metal crucifix positioned in the center of the
window. The Stations of the Cross, simple iron crosses with accompanying
plaques, line both sides of the nave between the windows made of a linear
stained glass pattern.

Private donations enabled us to purchase a pipe organ that was built by the
Buzard Pipe Organ Builders of Champaign, lllinois It took about 18-22 months to
construct, was installed in St. Bartholomew's Church during March 2004, and
was heard for the first time on Palm Sunday of that year.

The organ consists of 17 ranks of pipes across two manuals and pedals. It has a
number of highly useful accessories, namely, numerous combination thumb
pistons, which are duplicated by toe studs for the feet, a cymbelstern, and
memory for combinations. There are a total of several hundred pipes in the
instrument. It was voiced by the Buzard technicians to be exactly perfect for our
church.
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A Parish Hall, kitchen and restrooms complete the first floor. Offices for the
Rector and Parish Administrative Assistant are located on the south side of the
church adjoining the building. The lower level was remodeled to provide a
bride’s dressing room, a multi-purpose meeting room, nursery, small kitchen,
additional restrooms, storage and an office for the Lay Pastoral Associate.

Clergy and Staff

Clergy
The Rev. Dr. Sara Maypole, Retired, Interim Rector

The Rev. William C. Shirey, Retired

The Rev. Alfred Persons, Retired

The Rev. Robert Burger, Retired

The Rev. Bob Davidson, other clergy

The Rev. Jack Ford, Retired

The Rev. Keith Stephenson, Retired Seminary Professor, Disciples of Christ
The Rev. G. Kent Keller, Retired, Presbyterian Church (USA)

The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Wills, Retired, United Methodist Church

The Rev. Ken Wills, Retired, United Methodist Church

Staff

Lay Pastoral Associate - Patricia Washburn
Administrative Assistant - Diane Weyl

Sexton - Larry Airgood

Music Director - Dorothy Billingham

Organists — Dr. Richard Billingham, John Breed

Vestry

Senior Warden - Robert Trumbull
Junior Warden - Jerry Twigg
Treasurer - Marjorie Corcoran
Clerk - David Martin

Kathy Brown

Walt Coleman

Bob Dern

Barbara Gebhardt

Merle Moore

Janet Otto

Jo Persons

Art Blume
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Town of Estes Park

Estes Park is a summer resort community. It is the eastern gateway to Rocky
Mountain National Park. The town sits at an elevation of 7500 feet. Census data
for 2007 indicate that the population is approximately 6000 within the town limits
with a total of 10,480 in the Estes valley. In addition, the population includes a
number of part-time residents and visitors. Up to three million people visit the
national park each year. Many active retirees choose Estes Park for retirement.
Opportunities for hiking, golf, music, theater, the arts, and community service
abound here and draw residents and visitors from around the world.

The continental divide to the west of town shelters it so that the winters and
snowfall are mild compared with other mountain towns. There are no mountain
passes between Estes Park and the front range towns including Boulder,
Loveland, Longmont and Fort Collins. Denver and Denver International Airport
are approximately two hours away. City and state highway crews do an excellent
job of clearing the highways, and many residents commute to the front range
cities.

The town’s website, www.estesnet.com provides more information and related
links to facts about housing, education, and demographics.

Parochial Data

St. Bartholomew prides itself in meeting all financial obligations. We have always
met our diocese recommended contribution and repaid our capital campaign
loans in minimum time. The last capital campaign included a 10% tithe to
Outreach where we distributed $30,000 to local, national, and international
charities.

In recent years the parish has approved balanced budgets and ended each year
with a surplus — small, but never the less a surplus! Table 1.0 shows the
approved 2008 budget prior to any changes caused by the Rector Search
Process. Notice that over 13% of our budget is for Outreach.
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INCOME

Contributions 217,261
Other Income 20,321

Total 237,582

EXPENSE

Personnel 149,467
Gifts/Outreach 31,883
Operations 21,255
Business/Office 14,156
Buildings/Grounds 20,521

Total 237,282

Income over (under) expenses 300

Table 1.0 2008 Budget

Our parish has approximately 260 Communicants in Good Standing as reported
in the 2007 Parochial Report. Plot 1.0 shows the trend over the past ten years
and indicates a decrease of approximately 10%. This is in agreement with what
has been happening to the National Church in past years. However, the
demographics for Estes Park indicate continued growth with a major increase of
retirees.

Active Baptized Members
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Plot 1.1 shows the number of pledging units over the past ten years. Please note
that this also indicates a 10% decrease. However, the parish still meets all of its
financial obligations. In the 2007 Stewardship campaign the Pledged Income
was increased over 4% from the 2006 campaign.

Pledging Units
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